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UN your Letter to the Mayor of this OW oo 1 
| the 14th Day of Marob laſt, which: you-defir' 3 
him to communicate to the Co ion, y 
r, The Treatment you have met with from them, 
and, in particular, 'with reſpect to the Choice of a 
| Chapel Clerk, obliged: you, in Juſtice to your ſelf, 


0 explain it in Writing, in orden to mitke/ir _ a0 To 
ber. The ſame Reaſon hath induced ui to do the 
Mee, by ſetting forth a true and impartial Account - © 


* ant ion, and the other Affairs, ſo „ 3 
| fame concerns A Body.. 33 * 
7 of = Upon 


mu 1 ? 


BY the Death of the preceding Clerk, who was 
"the firſt, and the only one ſince the Conſecration, 
which was in the Month of June 1716, we made a 
very particular Enquiry ; and from thence were well | 
mform'd, the ſaid Clerk was nominated by our Pre- 
deceſſore, even with the Approbation of Dr. Wake, 
the then Archbiſhopz/For which Reaſon we, as a2 
Corporate Body, apprehended ourſelves in full Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the fame Right; and on the 14th Day of 
laſt Auguſt did appoint Dennet Pileber of this Place 
the ſucceeding Clerk; and at the fame Time gave 
him Directions, to wait on you in a civil and cour- 
teous Manner, to inform you thereof; which he ac- 
cordingly did: And when he returned, he acquainted 
us you had declared your good-liking of him, and 
laid, That he was the very Per ſon, before any other, 
you yourſelf had fixed: upon to be the Clerk, in caſe 
the Right of Nomination ſbould prove to be in you; 
yet as we had choſen him, for that very Reaſon you 
would nominate another. Thereupon we directed 
our Town-Clerk to inform you, We had choſen a 
Clerk, and that you might do as you pleaſed. This 
you call. a ſtrange Meffage— Granting it ſo, was it 
not an Anſwer to a much ſtranger? But to return: 
Aſter this, a Letter dated the 28th Day of the ſame. 
Month (Auguſt) was ſent to the preſent Mayor, by Þ 
che Order of the Archbiſhop, with the Opinion of 
an eminent Civilian, fignifying, That the Right of 
nominating a Clerk is in the Officiating Curate, by 
Virtue of the 91ſt Canon. But as this Chapel was 
. eſtabliſhed by Virtue of an Act of Parliament made 
in the 10th Year of the Reign of Queen Ann, we 
preſumed the faid Canon did extend to Clerks of 
Pariſh Churches only, and not to the Clerk thereof: 
And to bo fully ſatisfied in that Point, we and the 
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Chap l- Warden applied to Mr. Knowler, the Re- 
po of Canterbury; who on the 12th Day of Sep- 
tember laſt ſent us his Opinion: And we Nath there- 
upon convened in our Guildhall, did, ſo ſoon as it was 
— over to us, ſend to you by the Town-Clerk, a 
Copy of ſo much thereof as related to the Choice of 
XZ. a Clerk; and ſubmitted the Right of Nomination to 
* you, without any further Difficulty OT Diſpute. . 
Jou ſay, That at the Time the Town-Clerk deli- 
ver'd this Meſſage to you The Corporation have 
choſen a Clerk, Wc. — we had before us our owt 
Counſellor's Opinion, declaring the Right to be in 
the Miniſter of the Chapel, and not in the Corpo- 
ration: And that when you told us, Vou would 
lay the Affair before his Grace, you was then aſſur d, 
if you had the Right, we would not oppoſe. you: 
And then you add, How came you precipitately to 
chooſe a Clerk before you heard his Grace's Anſwer, 
or had heard or taken any Opinion upon the Point? 
Wherein, you apparently contradict your ſelf, by 
firſt ſaying, That at the Time the Meſſage was de- 
liver'd, we had our own Counſellor's Opinion be- 
fore us, declaring the Right to be in the Miniſter ; 
And immediately afterwards, you ask, Why we 
did precipitately — a Clerk; before we ik: 
bis Grace's' Anſwer, or had heard or taken any Opt- 
nion upon the Point. Which Meſſage, we fent to 
vou preſently after the Choice, and before we had 
received any Opinion, either from his Grace, or our 
own — as the u ere Dates do panty 
manifeſt, - 
- You: lay great Streſs on your haviog offer'd to 
ehooſe Dennet Pilcher Clerk of the Chapel, after 
the Right appeared to be in you; but we ate per- 
r that it will not be thought ſo great a Com- 
- A3 pliment 
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liment to us, as you would have the World be- 
lieve, eſpecially by thoſe, who duly conſider the 
uncivil Meſſage you ſent by the ſaid Pilcber, after 
he had acquainted you We had choſen him ; name- 
ly, Altho' be was the very 9 before any other, 
you your ſelf had fixed upon to be the Clerk, in caſe the 
Right of Nomination ſhould prove to be in you ; yet 
as we bad choſen him, for that very Reaſon, you would 
nominate another, For our Parts, we muſt confeſs it 
has induced us, to think your Offer contained more 
Art, than Civility or Regard to ns, and proceeded, 
either from your ſtill preferring him to all other 
Men, or with a View to get a handſome Allowance 
given him for his Service; and to this laſt Motive, 
we attribute your Compliment to us, before you ap- 
pointed the preſent Clerk: And if that was your 
Intention, it effectually anſwered it, for he is paid, 
agreeable to all our Inclinations, the ſame Salary as 
we propoſed to give to the Clerk of our on Nomi- 
nation, had the Right appeared to have been in us; 
and it will be continued to him, as was then pro- 
poſed, ſo long as the Income of the Chapel will 
allow thereof; and this we think is acting the juſt 
Part, notwithſtanding your ſevere and ill-natured 
Cenſures on all our Proceedings. e 
- You alſo ſay, you was told we intended to pro- 
poſe to Counſel ſeveral other Queſtions relating to 
vou; and that at the Time Mr. Drayſon deliver'd 
our Counſellor's Opinion, concerning the Nomination 
af the Clerk, you asked very earneſtly for thoſe 
other Queſtions and Anſwers, both for your own 
Guidance, and to ſend Copies of them to the Arch- 
biſhop: But that this was a Favour not to be 

ranted, either on your own Account, or on Account 
pf his Grace. 
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As we and the Chapel -Wardens were determined 
to take the Opinion of a Counſellor concerning the 
Nomination of a Clerk, we thought it would not be 
improper to propoſe ſeveral other Queſtions relating 
to the Chapel, and in particular with reſpect to the 
Curate's Duty, and accordingly did propoſe them at 


1 the ſame Time, but with no other View, than to be 
informed, what, in the Management of the Chapel 


Affairs, of Right belonged to the Curate, and what 
to the Corporation; as well as what Duty was to be 
expected from the Curate, that we might not by any 
Miſtake on our Part, be drawn into further Diſputes 
with you, and not for the Purpoſes you would in- 
ſinuate. And, as you had been then Curate here 
between 30 and 40 Years, it was reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe you had inform'd yourſelf in every Particular 
relating to your Duty, and could not want any Help 
from us for your Guidance : Neither could it be 
ſuppoſed, you would be influenced by the Opinions 
we had received from Counſellor Knowler, as you 
would not ſubmit to Counſellor Rando/ph's, in rela- 
tion to Perquiſites (Fees and Offerings): Theſe 
Reaſons, and your telling the Mayor in a threatning 
Manner, that the Charge of Counſellor Knowler's 
Opinion ſhould not be placed to the Chapel Account, 
induced us to refuſe you a Copy of them : But this 
ſurely cannot be deemed any Diſreſpect to his Grace, 
ſince you did not tell us, that he impower'd you to 
ask for a Copy of them for his Inſpection; nor have 
we ever heard, that he gave you any Directions for 
that Purpoſe ; if we had, we ſhould have thought 
it our Duty, and ourſelyes haye ſent a Copy of the 
Whole to his Grace, for whom we have the greateſt 
Reſpect and Regard, 25 Sn 
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To ſhew, FRA little Reaſon you have to reflect 
on the Corporation, and to tax them with Cruelty 
and Injuſtice, in refuſing to pay you Offerings or 
Fees, as well as your, Expences in attending the 
Viſitation, we need only repeat what our Counſellor 
Mr. Knowler has ſaid thereon, which we ſhall do in 
his own Words: They are as follows. 
By the 45th Canon, the Miniſter is obliged 
to preach a, Sermon every Sunday, and beſides 
this, he is to do every other Service in the Chapel, 
according to the Canons, . Rubrics, and the In- 
junction of the Ordinary; and he is to do all this, 
« for the Allowance provided for him by the Act of 
9 Parliament, and the Inſtrument of Dedication ; 
and I apprehend, he can claim no Fee beſides that 
«© Allowance ; neither is he entitled to any „Thing 
«for his Expence i in attending the Viſitation. 
Vou alledge, That you never heard till now, any 
Counſellor, during your Time, was conſulted about 
Jour Right to a Fee for Burying, Churching, Ec. 


Lo) 20 r 


neſs of the Clerk, that Counſellor Randolph w 

conſulted upon it formerly; ; and that you knew — 
was ſo conſulted; and that you have continued to 
take thoſe Fees, tho you knew he had ſaid you 
have no Right to them. And that you have been 
greatly amazed at all this; but you muſt bear it. 
And that upon the ſtricteft Recollection, you can 


ſay, that you never heard till now, that Counſellor 


Randolph was conſulted upon the Matter of thoſe 
Fees; and conſequently could not know what Opi- 
nion he had given thereupon; and that you have a 
particular Reaſon, to believe he never was conſulted 
upon this Queſtion at all. However, if he was, 

yqu knew nothing of it, And whoeyer has affirmed 


9 


e .. e as cc. 


ut that you have been told indeed, ſince the — 1 
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to the contrary, is guilty of a baſe Fal ſehood. 
In the Year 1722, a Matter of Right was in Diſ- 
pute with you, relating to the Herbage of the 
Chapel-Yard, and the Profits thereof, by breaking 
it up for Burials; and the Opinion of Counſellor 
Randolph was then taken thereupon, and verbatim, 
the following Queſtions and Anſwers were wrote on 
the ſame Side of the Paper, and his Name ſubſerib- 
cd but once to all of them at the Bottom thereof: 
And as what relates to your Profits or Perquiſites, is 
interwoyen, in the Concluſion with that of the 
Herbage, no Perſon can think you could read the 
on without the other, 

* 9. In whom the Freehold of the Chapel of 
© Deal, and the Ground belonging theretois veſted, 
and to whom the Herbage of the ſaid Ground, and 
the Profits by breaking up the Ground for Burials | 
does belong; n to Mr. Carter, as Curate 
thereof? 

. . © Tam of Opinion that the Freehold i is ſtill veſted 
© in the Mayor, Jurats, and Common Council, who 
« purchaſed the Land, and built the Chapel, and 
* conſequently they have a Right to the Herbage and 
to the Profits ariſing by Breaking up the Ground, 
and that neither the Act of Parliament, nor the In 
- ſtrument of Dedication take from them that Right, 
nor is there any colour for Mt. une. as Curate, 
C by demand it.” 
© 2. Whether the Corporation or Chapel-Wat- 
dens, without the Curate, can give Leave to break 
up the Ground for Burials, or to make a Vault in 
the Chapel-Yard? | | 
l apprehend chat the Freehold being in this e- 
*. poration, they and the Chapel-Wardens, may 
* giye Leayeto break up the Ground, or make a Vault 
N 


[8] 
in the Chapel-Yard, and may take the Herbage 
© without the Curate's leave. 

2, Whether by the Act of Parliament the Curate 
© is confin'd to One hundred Pounds per Annum, 
* excluſive of the Perquiſites ariſing therefrom ?” 
I I apprehend that the Curacy, being a new Cu- 
© racy, founded upon an Act of Parliament newly 
made, he cannot of Right demand more than the 
Act gives him, which is an Allowance not exceed- 
ing 100 l. per Annum; and I don't find any Clauſe 
in the AR, nor in the Inſtrument of Dedication, 
that gives him any other Profits or Perquiſites, 
much leſs any Right to the Frechold. But I find 
in the Archbiſhop's Inſtrument of Dedication, that 
he appoints 70, op at leaſt 60 Pounds per Ann. for 
his Salary, which is leſs than is mentioned in the 
Act of Parliament; I find alſo, that the Corporati- 
on are appointed to Repair the Chapel and Walls, 
« which is an Inſtance that the Freehold remains in 
.C them. | g . 
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Sign d, HERBERT RANDOLPH, 
17th Auguſt, 1722. | 


And you not being ſatisfy d with the Anſwers to 

thoſe Queſtions, the Corporation and the Chapel- 
Wardens to oblige you, did conſent to adviſe with 
bim again, when you your ſelf was preſent ; and 
Counſellor Randolph ſtill perſiſting in the ſame Opi- 


nion, you urged many Arguments to induce him to 


the contrary; at which he was ſo irritated, that he 

refuſed even the Fee you then offer'd ; which Mat- 
ter, ſo very remarkable, any Perſon would think 
could not eaſily ſlip your Memory, eſpecially upon 
your ſtricteſt Recollection. How inconſiſtent al 
| . umu 
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the following Letter. 


mg To Mr. William Adams. Theſe.“ 


| [9] 
unjuſt therefore, is it in you, to call it a baſe Falſe. 
hood? | (2) We # 

" You further ſet forth, That yout finding all the 
Corporation refuſed to pay your Fees, you ſent to 
Mr. Adams a Meſſage out of Civility ; before his 
Wife came to Church; to acquaint him you would 


not church her, unleſs he would pay you the accuſ- 


" Co 
a> - 


tomed Offering. Upon which Mr. Adams, accom- 
panied by Mr. Oakley, went to your Houſe, to ſpeak 
with you about it ; and then you peremptorily told 
them that you would not church her, unleſs he paid 
you the uſual Fee. And this then was your final 


XZ Anſwer; but on your Recollection, imagining, as 


we ſuppoſe, that you had gone too far, you wrote 


| j 
Mr. ApaMs, ' |, February gth, 1750. 
I make you hereby this fair Offer, That I will 
church your Wife, upon Condition, that you will 
© promiſe to give me the uſual Offering or Fee, if 
© the Vicar General, or Attorney General, or ſome 
© other eminent Counſellor in London, whom I will 
© conſult, when I the next Time go thither, ſhall 
© give it as his Opinion, under his Hand, either 
that I am not obliged to do that Office, or not 
© obliged to do it without the uſual Offering or 
Fee; and if his Opinion ſhall be that I am oblig- 
ed to do it, and to do it without Offering or Fee, 
© I will never make any Demand upon you, for my 
having churched her. This is my final Anſwer, 
and not that general one, which 1 made an Hour 
© paſt before Mr. Oakley. 
I am your humble Servant, 
(([b8ign'd) Nico As CARTER, 
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from your endeavouring to guard againſt it, by 


 aforemention'd Letter) That altho' it is reported 


[ 16 ] 
When Mr. Adumi had comminnicated to us, What 
had paſſed between you and him in Converſation; 
and ſhewn us the foregoing Letter, we were of Opi- 
nion, that your refuſing to church his Wife, unleſs he 
would comply with your Propoſal, was a Breach of 
the Duty injoyned by the Act of Parliament and the 
Inſtrument of Dedication, and amounted in Fatt to 
a Refuſal ; therefore ſent Mr. May, the only Chapel- 
Warden then in Court, to wait on you with this 
„he Corporation think you have been guilty 
of a Breach of Duty, by refuſing to church Mrs. 
Addis, therefore have come to a Refolution not to 
pay you Quarterly, but Arinually, until you ſhall 
comply with the Whole of your Dnty ; after which, 
they will pay you Quarterly as before.” 
Frotn Mt. May's quiet and modeſt Behaviour on 
ther Occaſions, we preſume he deliver'd this Meſ- ? 
ſage ſo far as you would permit him, in 4 detent 
and proper Manner (agreeable to our Intentions :) 
We ſay, ſo far as yon would permit him, for he 
has informed us, That before he could deliver: the © 
whole, you interrupted him; and on his attempting 
to go on with the Meſſage, your Indignation 
Was raiſed, as you confeſs in your Letter to the 
Mayor, and you ſtopped him, by ſaying—— Don't i 
tell me of Nonfence.” A Behaviour, no way fa- 
vourable to the Character of a Gentleman of your Þ 
Profe ſſion; and which you ſeem to be eonſeious of, 
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aſſerting, (about nineteen Lines further on in the 


Serge 


you put your ſelf into a Paſſion, fo that Mr. May 

could not deliver his Meſſage, you had two Wit- 

neſſes in the Room, who will teſtify, That upon 
f a | Mr. 


1 
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Mr. May's coming to the Door, you asked what his 
Buſineſs was with you; after which you ſtopped 
ſpeaking, and never uttercd a ſingle Word, until he 
had fully delivered the Meſſage, as you have rela- 
ted it: Which we muſt obſerve to you, is only a 
Part of the Meſſage ; therefore what you have ſaid 
will not ſerve your Purpoſe, nothing more being to 
be gather d from it, than, that you did not interrupt 
bim, while you permitted him to proceed; and that 
you was not in a Paſſion, until you grew Angry, or 
to uſe your own Words, until your Indignation was 
raiſed; wherein you will be believed, without 
giving your ſelf the Trouble to produce Witneſſes, 
You call this Meſſage an unworthy one, and ſeem 
to be ſurpriz'd ſuch a number of Men, all, if you 
are rightly informed, except one, could have agreed 
to caſt off a Regard to Decency, and. Fairneſs; and 
ſend a Meſſage, grounded upon Falſhood, and 
which too tends only to gratify Malice, and to no 
good Purpoſe. whatever. And then you add 
For they knew from a Declaration under my own 
Hand, which could not be miftaken, what I had 
offer'd to Mr. Adams. 
To which we anſwer It is plain from what 
we have already faid, that you knew Counſellor 
3X Randolph was of Opinion you had no Right to any 
Profits or Perquiſites; that is to ſay, Fees for Bury- 
ing, Churching, &c. in Addition to the Salary 
x7 eſtabliſhed for you by the Act of Parliament, and 
the Inſtrument of Dedication : And you could not 
be ignorant that Counſellor Kzowler, who was con- 
| tulted upon the Affair of the Clerk, was of the 
ſame Opinion likewiſe ; ſince in your Letter to the 
Mayor, you ſay—Anether of your Queſtions, as it is 
aid, was — Whether I have à Right to a Fee for 
Ss | 3 Bury- 
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Burying, Churching, &c. And then you add, You 
have ſpread it about that T have no Right : But what 
puts it paſt all'doubt, is, Mr. Drayſon has informed 
us that he told one of your Daughters ſo in 

Preſence, in Anſwer to a Queſtion ſhe asked him, 
at the Time he waited on you, with Mr, Knowler's 
Opinion concerning the Choice of the Clerk : And 
we may add, that you knew it from what paſſed be- 
tween you and Mr. Oakley, when he accompanied 
Mr. Adams to your Houſe, about the Meſſage you 
ſent him, antecedent to your Letter. Knowing 
this, How could you, without caſting off a Regard 
to Decency and Fairneſs, refuſe to church Mrs. Adams, 


but on Conditions ? And on ſuch Conditions too, as N 4 


you had no legal Right to inſiſt on; and which, we 
doubt not, will appear to any unprejudiced Perſon, 

to be very bank 25 even if it ſhould be ſup- 
poſed, that you had not known the Opinions of 
Counſel relating thereto; for you was. thereby to 
Kate your own Caſe, and to chooſe who you pleaſed 
to determine it ; and if it ſhould be in your Favour, 
then Mr. Adams was to pay you: But under ſuch 
Circumſtances, who could believe that it would be 


determined otherways, whether Right was, or was 
not on your Side? Mr. Adams was ſenſible of this, 
and knew too from Opinions of Counſel, that you 
had no Right to inſiſt on the Conditions of your 
Propoſal : Could it be expected then, that he would 
accept them? We are perſwaded you could not 
think, much leſs any unprejudiced Perſon, that he 
would: And in that Caſe, was not the Letter you 
writ to him, in Fact a Refuſal, altho' you did not 
in direg Terms ſay therein, I will not church your 
Wife? Therefore, how unjuſt is your faying our | 


MeTage was grounded on Falſhood? — And as our 
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Meſſage was not grounded on Falſhood ; fo neither 
was it an unworthy one, tending only to gratify 
Malice, and to no good Purpoſe whateyer : For to 
any Perſon, who will conſider the Affair impartial- 
ly, it muſt appear, as it really was intended, to 
oblige you to do your Duty, and to prevent your 


1 fixing an Impoſition on the People, namely, Exact- 
ing Offerings or Fees from them, for Burying, 


Churching, c. when you have no Right thereto ; 
and that you have not, is plain from the Opinions 


4 of two eminent Counſellors and one Civilian, whom 
we and the Chapel - Wardens have conſulted there- 


upon. You may be angry at this; but ſurely 
no Blame can be laid on us ; neither can we there- 
in be accuſed of endeavouring to ſtarve you, and 
your Family, as you would inſinuate. For it is un- 
reaſonable, That the Poor, or Men in narrow Cir» 
cumſtances, ſhould be obliged to pay a Fee to you, 
and to the Miniſter of Upper-Dea/ for the ſame 
Duty, as has been conſtantly the Practice ever ſince 
you have been here. We ſay, the Poor or Men 
in narrow Circumſtances ; for, as to others, there 
can be no doubt, of their giving all due Encou- 
ragement to every deſerving Clergyman, who does 
not demand by a pretended Right, but depends on 
their Free Will, for ſuch Fees as he has no Title to 
but from their Fayour. TS 
And, Sir, give us Leave to ſay, that if you had 
behaved with more Complaiſance and Civility ; not 
ſo warm in your Reflections; nor ſo fond of Con- 
troverſy and Diſpute ; but had promoted Peace, by 
endeavouring to make up Differences inſtead of 
widening them, you would have been more reſpec- 
ted, not only by this Corporation, but by all, who 
haye been acquainted with you in this Country, 
| | Clergy 


L141 

Clergy as well as Laity : But with regard to what 
only concerns us, we ſubmit to your ſerious Con- 
ſideration, whether the printing and diſperſing your 
Letter to the Mayor, may not tend more to bring 
the Magiſtracy of this Town into Contempt, than 
to your own Juſtification? And when ance Magiſ- 
trates are deſpiſed, whether Vice, Diſorder and 
Licentiouſneſs will not naturally follow? 

Lou exult, and with an Air of Triumph call upon 
us, as if your Behaviour had been always abſolutely 
void of all Offence, to ſhew what we have found 
in you worthy of Reproof, either in your Preaching 
or - Morals, ſor upwards of thirty Years : But as 
that would be a very diſagreeable Subject, and re- 
freſh in our Memories, what, for the Sake of 
Neighbourhood and Quietneſs, we would willingly 
forget, we beg Leave in the Room of it, to add a 
few Words of Advice, which are as follows, —Be 
humble enough to ſpeak with Kindneſs and Civility 
to all you meet, and not look upon them with Conlneſs 
and Diſdain. Avoid all Wrangling, and take no 
Delight in keeping Differences up by ſubtle Argu- 
ments; nor be Angry with thoſe, who, for the Sake of 
Peace, don't chuſe ta eſpouſe your Quarrels, or carry 


Men have their Foibles and Failings; impute not 
therefore, the Miſtakes of any, to the worſt De- 
ſigns; nor think, that Heat, Paſſion, and an over- 
bearing Behaviour, will ever convince or reform 
them: And above all, when you rebuke, do it 
with Gentleneſs, Moderation, and Good- nature; 
and not to gratify will, Malice, or Renſentment: 
Then you will ſhew, that you have nothing but 
our eternal Good at Heart, and conſequently your 
Doctrine will be more regarded, and 1 

| eſteem- 
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an your Reſentments. Conſider, that even the beſt 
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eſteemed; alſo you will find in us ſuch a pacifick 
Diſpoſition, as not to give you the leaſt Uneaſineſz: 
Nor do we even now defire to enter into any fur- 
ther Diſpute, being all of us inclined to Peace, and 
EX moſt of us no Time to continue Debates without 
= negle&ing our Buſineſs; and are ſorry we are at 
this Time obliged to trouble the Publick (by your 
printing) with what concerns none out of the 
E Patiſh; or can give them any Pleaſure, or indeed be 
of any Uſe, unleſs tomake them cautious, how t 
aſſociate with a Perſon, who, for his private Deſigns, 
has printed an unguarded Converſation ſeven Months 
after it happened. We are, 2 get: 

14 55 een 85 
Your humble Servants, 


The Corporation of DEAL. 
8 In Teſtimony whereof we have affixed our Com- 


* . 


mon Seal. 
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P. S. The Gentlemen who you particularized in 
Pour Letter to the Mayor, have anſwered reſpec- 
IF eively what related to them, and their Letters ac- 

company this, N A 


To ile Reverend Dr. CARTE R. 5 
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THE ſeveral Miſtakes contained in your Letter, 
induced me to ſend that ſhort Anſwer, to avoid 
future Diſputes, which you are inclinable too haſtily 
to embrace, and carry on; for which Reaſon, and 
the Sake of Peace, did not then enter into the Parti- 
culars thereof, which your Publication, and Remarks 
obliges me to do, in Juſtification of my Behaviour; 
in which I ſhall proceed in the Manner following. 
In the beginning of your Letter, you ſet forth the 
Converſation which had paſs'd between you and Mr. 
Dilnot, (the then Mayor) relating to the Choice of 
a Chapel Clerk, and about ad viſing with Counſel 
thereon; and you ſay, you expected to know the 
Reſolution of this Corporation by Mr. Dilnot, at my 
Houſe, (the Mayor's Feaſt, which was on the eighth 
Day of Auguſt laſt) for which I refer you to Mr. 
 Dilnot's Anſwer.) Upon my being elected Mayor of 
this Town, I did, as uſual, make an Entertainment, 
and invited ſome Friends, beſides the Members of 
the Corporation, in order to ſpend a few Hours plea- 
{antly, and agreeably. In your Letter you ſay, that 
not a Word was ſaid to you; you ask'd me what 
Reſolution the Corporation had come to, about the 
Choice of a Clerk: I muſt own, as I knew nothing 
of ſuch Intention, that I thought it very improper i 
to enter upon Matters of Controverſy at that Time; 
and do indeed believe you muſt do the ſame, on 


purpoſe 
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putpoſe to make my Friends uneaſy, and ſet aſide 
the Felicity intended; but however, be that as it 
will, I appeal to every conſiderate Perſon, whether 


the Time and Place was proper for ſuch a Debate, 


after I had told you, that the Corpotation had de- 
termined, not to go to Counſel: Lou ſay, That J, 
in a contemptuous Manner, added, What? go to 
Counſel to know whether my Eftate be my own, 
You” may go to Counſel if you will. Which, on a 
ſerious Reflection, I cannot remember to have ſaid. 
Pray give me Liberty, Sir, to ask the like Queſtion : 
Suppoſing that you had been in Poſſeſſion of an 
Eſtate, between thirty and forty Years, and a Per- 
fon ſhould pretend a Right thereto, and deſire you 
to go with him, to adyiſe with Cotinfel on your 
Title; I believe you would think ſuch a Requeſt 
very unreaſonable, Pray, what great Matter is 
thete in the Expreſſion, admitting the Truth there- 
of? which you yourſelf have alſo uſed in a ſneering 


witty Way: But you have deſignedly laid down the 
Sayings, to make them contemptuous, although not 


intended ſo. You'farther add, That you thought 
it unkind that I refuſed to go to Counſel, I can't 
conceive any Reaſon why the Corporation ſhould 
not ſatisfy themſelyes, by adviſing with a common 
Lawyer, notwithftanding 1 had received an Opinion 
from a Civilian by his Grace's Order; both which 


Opinions did put an End to our Diſpute with you, 


relating to the Choice: You alſo, in a very carneft 


Manner, ſome Time after, at my own Door (for 
2X you would not come in) told me, that the Charge 


of the Chapel-Wardens adviſing with Counſel, 
ſhould not coſt the Chapel one Farthing ; and re- 
peared the ſame by ſaying, No, not a Farthing. 
Now, Sir, let me ask you, What Juſtice is there - 
4 * A 
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this? for if it was reaſonable to put this Charge to 
the Chapel Account, when you deſired em to go 
to Counſel, is it not as equitable, that the Chapel- 
Wardens ſhould do the * in Matters i in which 
there were great Doubts, concerning the Choice of 
the Chapel-Clerk, and other Affairs relating to the 
Chapel? But, in order to revive freſh Debates, you 
publiſh your Letter with Remarks, as I have def ore 
obſeryed ; therefore it is your own Behaviour, not 
only in this, but in many other Affairs, that hath 
created uch a ſmall Reſpe& from this Corporation. 


Sir, I did tell you, the Corporation intended to ad- 


viſe with Counſel, on ſeveral other Queſtions, 
beſides that relating to the Choice of a Clerk ; and I 
ſaid to you that I was ſorry for it: And my Mean- 
ing was on account of your rigorous Behaviour, 
upon the Election of a Clerk, after the lon ng Poſſeſ.. 
Gn acquieſced in by Archbiſhop Wake ; which 
would ſet the Corporation upon an Inquiry into 
theirs and the Chapel-Wardens Rights, and ſo oc- 
rafion their asking ſeveral. other Queſtions, which 
might produce further Diſputes : As for the remain- 
ing Part of your Letter, 1 ae you will read the 
Anſwers of this Corporation, and of the reſpective 
Gentlemen thereto; by which you will An the 
many Miſtakes contained i in Ten, agreeable to wy 


firſt Letter. 


Upon the Whole, 1 fear you have been too cre- 


dulous to the Tales of officious People; Hearſay 


being not always ſufficient Evidence to alſert Facts; 
which ſhould make one of your Profeſſion very cau- 
tious of giving Ear to idle Stories. I am, 

S1R, Your humble Servant, 


Gro. Moors. 
To the Reverend Dr. CARTER, 
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SUE . 


Mr. DiixorT, the late Mayor's Anſwer, 
Deal, July 31. 1751. 


Reverend S1 x, | Na 9 
Ooking over your Letter, I obſerve, That in re- 
- lating the Conyerſation that paſs'd betwixt you 
and me, concerning the Right of chuſing a Chapel- | 


Clerk, you have not done it with that Exactneſs 


and Candour I cou'd have wiſh'd'; for which Reaſon 


J am induc'd'to fet the Whole in its real Light, that 


the Town may be enabled to forni a fair and equit- 
os Judgment of the Part which I am accus d of 
aulng. - | NY „ 
The Sunday after the late Clerk's Deceaſe, and after 


Evening Service, you came to the North Door of the 
Chapel, deſiting to ſpeak with me. We withdrew to- 
wards the Veſtry ; you put into my Hands the 91ſt 


Canon, requeſting me to read it; when I had peruſed 


it, I told you, that it ſeem'd to me to be quite foreign 
to the chuſing of a Clerk for our Chapel; you an- 


{wer'd, that it was all the ſame; I reply d, that if 
twas your Right, I might venture to affirm, the 
Gentlemen, meaning the Corporation, wou'd not 
deſire to deprive you of it; but if theirs, I was 
very ſure, they wou'd not give it up. You then 


added, that the beſt Way would be to go to Coun- 


ſel; in that we agreed. I likewiſe further told you, 
that I ſhould meet the Gentlemen in a few Days, 
and would let them know what you had ſaid to me, 
You deſird when we had ſo met and conſulted, that 
G2 | i 


alike, no more than act alike. (Witneſs you and 


ration; and that they wou'd not go to Counſel, as you 
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I would acquaint you with the Reſult; I readily 
promis d it. Some Days after, an Aſſembly was 
call'd ; I laid the Caſe before them, as 1 promis d. 
When the Buſineſs of that Day was over, we ad- 


journ' d to my Houſe, and in leſs than a Quarter of 
an Hour afterwards, I waited on you myſelf, and 


told you, That the Opinion of the Gentlemen then 
was, that. you had no Right in the Choice of a 
Clerk, but that the Power was lodg'd in the Corpo- 


propos d. This is the Subſtance of our Conyer- 


lation, as well as the Whole of my Conduct in the 
Affair. Now had you ſtopt here, you had told ſtrict 
Truth; you had done me Juſtice, and had likewiſe 


ſay'd me the Trouble of the following Obſervations. 


Jon have aſſerted, but without any Authority for 
jt, fave your own, that I promis'd to inſiſt upon 


their going to Counſel. Here I muſt take the Li- 


. berty to tell you, that to make me the Author of 
ſuch an arbitrary Expreſſion, is very unfair and un- 


generous; an Expreſſion I do aver, which had 
ever any other Being as ſpoke by me, but in your 
etter, Tho' I was Mayor at that Time, and, as it 


were, Principal of the Corporation, yet Prudence 
has taught me to act upon Principles quite oppoſite 


to Force or Compulſion. Every Man does not think 


myſelf.) I heard their ſeyeral Opinions with Pa- 
tience and Pleaſure, and was myſelf the Meſſenger 


* 


of their Reſolution, as I ſaid before. You further 


ſay, „That I promis'd to let you know the Corpo- 


ratian's Anſwer in the Afternoon, at Mr. Brooks's.” 


1 


This is an Ae ee oppoſite to the Con- 
eſſion you have made a few Lines before in my 
are for you acknowledge that 1 did perform 
75 , "$028 IT 13 {ns WY Boot . my 
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my Promiſe, by acquainting you with the Corpora- 
I cion's Reſolution, &c. and yet here you charge me 
XV with a Non-performance of it, when we were to 
meet (as you ſay) at Mr. Brooks's. You certainly 
X muſt be miſtaken in the Perſon, Your Memory 
X muſt have greatly fail'd you in this Particular, for I 
= poſitively declare I never promis'd any ſuch Thing; 
neither did I ſo much as know that you. was invited 
to the Mayor's Treat, or even ſpoke with you that 
Day. hat paſt at the Mayor's was all over be- 
fore I came, being near Six o' Clock in the Evening. 
I beg Leave to aſſert further, that I made you 
no other Promiſe, but what I punQually perform'd, 
and in the very Manner as related. For my Part, I 
can't imagine how you cou'd pretend to palm this 
upon the People as Fact, or what Motive cou'd in- 
duce you to publiſh it Abroad. Many conjeQure, 
that tis done with Deſign to prejudice the Town in 


Conduct and Behaviour towards you: What your 
View really was, your ſelf can beſt tell. How- 
ever, if the End I propos d be anſwer' d, namely, 
to enable the Town to 'form a fair and equitable 


en of the Part which I am accus'd of acting, 
I have my Deſire. I am, | 


Six, Your humble Servant, 


HENRY DILNOT. 


Tp the Reverend Dr. CARTER. 
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your Favour, and to throw an Odium upon my 


1 
ieee 
| #. UNDERDOWN's Anfwer. 

2 Dear, Ful 31. 1757. 


Reverend STR, _ | 3 
Am very ſenſible, there is little Converſation 


to do me, and ſome other Gentlemen, this ill- 
natured Office, 1 ſhould have been glad, if you 
bad been more careful, in your Remarks of that 
Converſation; whereas, give me Leave to ſay, Sir, 


ou have not only miſrepreſented what I there ſaid, 


dut have alſo aſſerted other Things ſpoken of by 
me, which I affirm I never mentioned; and this 


obliges me, though much againſt my Inclination, 
to give you an Anſwer ; for I am convinced, that 
Writings of this kind always inflame ; and inſtead 
of making up of Breaches, only ſet Men at a greater 
Diſtance : For which Reaſon, and the great Difh- 
culty in ir N that attends me, in anſwering of 


Can 
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I chatted over a Glaſs of Wine in Company, that 
will even bear to be repeated; and when it is prin- 
ted, the Speakers will almoſt always be expoſed to 
public Ridicule; yet as you have thought proper 


= 


Letters, ſince 1 am not able to ſee to write my ſelf, 8 33 


will, I hope, be a ſufficient Excuſe for my not giving q ; | 
you any further Anſwer, to what hereafter you maß 


think proper to write on this Subject. | 
When the late Chapel Clerk died, I was ſoon in- 

formed, that Archbiſhop /ake, who was well ac- 

quainted with all the Proceedings of the Cor 


ration, had ſuffered them to chooſe the Clerk, as 


ſoon as the Chapel was built, which is now thirty- 


five 


_ 


five Years ſince; and as no other Clerk has been 
mage till now, I on ! was, one of them, 12 
thought it hard, this trifling Right ſhould now, be 
ſo ſtrongly oppoſed, and therefore after you {who 
bad ftarted this Subject, at the Mayor's Entertain- 
ment) had done {peaking to him, 1. could not help 
64 obſerving to you, 'That the Inhabitants of the 
Ton bad laid ſo great a Tax upon themſelves to 
build the Chapel, and the Corporation in particulax 
had not only taken upon themſelves the Trouble 
applying for an Act of Parliament for that purpoſ 
and alſo in directing and managing of the ſame, till 
o the whole was compleatly finiſbed ; but ſome of 
r them were more particularly concerned in the Tax 
© itſelf, who being Brewers, and the Tax laid on the 
== Conſumption. of Coals, conſequently paid more 
= towards it than the other Inhabitants, as was the 
= Caſc of my Grandfather and Mr, Fa/ham; to which, 
= with a very angry-contemptuqus Countenance, you 
i anſwered, That every Bricklayer mug ſay the 
me: Though, in your Letter, you lay to all this 
IX Diſcourſe, Vou neyer ſaid any Thing uncivil, or 
made any Reply whatever. I Nil proceeded, with 
a View only of ſhewing, what the Town, and in 
particular the Corporation had done, in obſerving, 
9 hat they had 1 e up the Right of Preſen- 
tation to the Archbiſhop; which I mentioned only 
as 1 thought it a Compliment paid to him. But to 
this you interrupted me, by ſaying, It was. not in 
their Power to have done otherwiſe ; and conſe- 
quently took away that Compliment. To this I re- 
© plicd, I could not be of that Opinion, believing 
Wo cvery Encouragement is given to thoſe, who are 
Luilling to promote ſuch laudable Undertakings ; or 
= clic, How comes it to paſs, that the Right of Pa- 
4.32 | tronage 
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tronage is i in the Hands of ſo many Laymen? I own. 
ed indeed, I was a thorough Stranger to Things of 
this kind, and conſequently could not ſay in What 
manner it could be effected; but this I knew, that 
there was a French Church in St. Martin's D, 43 
Cannon. Street, where the Liturgy of the Church of 
England was conſtantly performed ; and yet as ws | % 
wete all French Clergymen, 1 imagined the Biſhop | 4 be 
of London did not interfere in their Nomination, 
And this to the very beſt of my Memory, which 1 | 3 
think I am very ſure of, is the Subſtance . of the 
whole of my Converſation at that Time; nor had 1 
I then any Thoughts of lamenting the Right being q 
given up to the preſent Archbiſhop, whom I have 
the greateſt Opinion of, both from his public Cha- 
racter, and from his moſt excellent Charge, which 
heard him deliver at Dover; and therefore have 
ever fince ſpoken of him with the greateſt Commen- | 
dation: Nor ſhould I have mentioned it at all, had 
it not been that, after. ſo. great. a Right had been | 
freely given up, fo inconſiderable a one, as the 
Choice of a Clerk, ſhould now by you be diſputed ; | 
grounded only upon an Omiſſion in the Act of Par- 
liament; and which had the Clerk lived but five 
Years longer, it's generally thought the Law itſelf 
would have given them: Nor could J without con- 
tradicting my ſelf, which I am ſure you would have 1 
taken Notice of, endeavour to ſhew in what manner Y 
the Preſentation might have been preſerved 1 in the I . 
Corporation, namely, by the Chapel's not being 
conſecrated, calling it a Meeting-Houſe; leaving 
out ſome Prayers, and altering” of others, when I | 
but the Moment before declared, I was an utter 
Stranger to Things of this kind. But as a greater 
Proof of your Wiftake, Mr. Oakley, as ſoon as your 
Letter 


E 
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Letter was read, then. publickly in Court-Hall, and 
ſince often privately, declared, that theſe Words 
which you have laid to my Charge, were not ſaid 
by me, for that he himſelf ſpoke them. N 

As to the other Parts of your Letter, which con- 


y ceern me, they being of a more private Nature, I 
p & ſhall purpoſely omit making any Reply to them; 
1, and only leave this to your Conſideration, Whether 
I | would not think it very ungenerous, in any one 
ic elfe, to. publiſh what has been ſaid in private Confi- 
id dence. I am, 1a, | 

8 f Your moſt humble Servant, 


4 Joun UnNDERDOWN. 
© i te Reverend Dr. CARTER, 6 
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Mr. OAKLEY's Anſwer. 
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, Reverend 81x, ee $15 4446 
oN a ſerious Review of that Letter you 
Xt CF wrote ſometime ſince to the Mayor of this 
37 Town, it does not appear to me to contain a Mat- 
err of inch great Importance as to merit the Honour 
of being committed to the Preſs; for you muſt be 
ſenſible, — of it conſiſts only of Relations (and 
i thoſe I fear not very candid) of what paſſed in 
common Converſation ; and that too, amongſt a 
mixed Company at the Mayor's Entertainment. I 
| D cannot 


. 


Da, Fuly 31, 1751. | 
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can help ſaying, that many of thoſe Paſſages, 
which you have inſerted, appear to be only Sur- 
mifes (to call them by no harſher Name) as well 
as the Reflections undeſerved. And as ſome of 
them nearly concern me, I was not willing to let 
mine, or my Friends Reputation unjuſtly ſuffer; and 
with this View I have preſumed to make my An- 
{wer publick. 

At the Mayor's Feaſt, Mr. Underdown, in Con- 
verſation about the Chapel-Clerk, ſaid, That he 


Aw TE 
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thought it was very hard ſuch a Trifle, as the 8 


Right to chooſe a Clerk, ſhould be diſputed with 1 
the Corporation, when they had ſo freely given 
* up the Preſentation of the Chapel to the Arch- 
*-biſhop; which Right they might have reſerved IM 
to eee And then you interrupted him, 
ſaying, That Archbiſhop Wake would not have 
* conſecrated the Chapel, unleſs he had been the 
Patron.“ Upon which Mr. Underdown confeſſed, 
He was unacquainted with ſuch Things, and did not 


— © 


. 
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know how in that Cafe the Corporation could have 
kept to themſel ves the Power of chuſing the Mini- 
ſter. Bat now, in Juſtiee to him, I muſt own, 


that the following was ſaid by me, and not by him, A 
a3 your Letter wrongly aſſerts ; If they had not had 


* the Chapel conſecrated, but called it a Meeting, 43 
© and have had the Church of England Service per- 1 3 


< formed in it, only leaving out, or altering fome of 


© the Prayers. And then I added, as you have re- 
ated, * K might have been done, and the Prayers ne- F | 
ver the worſe.” I trankly confeſs E ſaid all this, never 


ful pecting that fuch curſory Expreſſtons, uttered | 1 


extemporary over a Bottle, would have appeared in 


Public, or have been the Occaſion of future Debate. 
W Sir, if this was to be frequently the Gale, 
the 


* 
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the Pleaſure of Society muſt inevitably ceaſe, and 
many would chuſe rather to live recluſe from the 
World, than run the Hazard of having their Words 
and Expreffions minuted. I muſt confeſs, I was 
greatly ſurpriſed to find you (who ought to have 
been the 41aſt of Mankind) taking Notice of this as a 
Matter of Blame, ſince you well know, you have 
XX for ſeveral Years omitted reading one Part of the 
Service in Deal Chapel; I mean the Atbanaſian 
Creed, which is enjoined by Eccleſiaſtical Authority; 
and to which too you have aſſented by ſubſcribing, 
if 1 am not miſinformed. Has not this ſomething in 
it that would incline one to ſufpect Double-Dealing 
and Infincerity ? Whether ſuch a Practice be con- 
ſiſſtent with Chriſtian Simplicity, and Godly Sincerity, 
or even with the Honour of a Gentleman, I 11! 
venture to ask any other but yourſelf. Chriſtianity 
= condemns all Evaſion and Shuffling ; ſuch Preyan- 
cation is as it were making a Jeſt, and ſporting with 
all Decreas and Authority. It is the Opinion of 
many learned Men, that our Liturgy greatly re- 
quires a Reviſal, fome Things to be amended, and 
others expunged. | have for my Authority the 
Authors of the Candid Diſquijitions, ſupported by 
the almoſt unanimous Suffrages of our moſt eminent 
XX Divines of the Church of England. So much has 
been ſaid by them upon that Head, and, I preſume, 
ſo concluſive and ſatisfactory, that not one of your 
Body (ſo far as I have heard) has hitherto attemp- 
ted an Anſwer ; therefore, the Truth of them remains 
unimpeached. If you think their Arguments are 
weak and ill ſupported, why don't you attack them? 
But it ſeems you chuſe rather to revile, and endea- 
Four to expoſe me, and others of my Level, than 
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to contend with thoſe, who are better able to an- 
{wer you. | 


You ſay, you was | promiſed, © That the C 


© ration would not chuſe a Clerk diſagreeable to 


you.“ To relate it fairly, it will ſtand thus: The 


Mayor, Mr. Themas Middleton, my elf, and four 
other Members of the Corporation, being in Com- 
pany with you at the Mayor's Houſe, the Conver- 


ſation run about the Choice of a Clerk; and you 


ſaying, Lou would not chuſe one who was diſ- 


* agreeable to the Corporation; in return to this 


Compliment, I anſwered, * Neither can it be ſup- 


* poſed that we would chuſe one diſagreeable to 


you. To which only the Mayor and Mr. Middle- 


ton aſſented. And this I find you have looked upon 


as a Promiſe from the Corporation; but I muſt. de- 


clare, and the other two Gentlemen will teſtify to 
the Truth of it, That neither of us were impowered 
by the Body of the Corporation to make a Promiſe 
of that Kind for them : Therefore, if it was not ob- 


ſerved, they ought not to be taxed with a Breach of 


Promiſe, as you have unjuſtly done; neither ought 
ou to ſay, That we did not. keep our Promile : 
dor ſoon after, Mr. Holman was thought on for the 

Clerk. I went to your Houſe to ask you whether 

you had any Objections to him; and being informed 


by Mrs. Carter that you was gone to Vingbam, 1 


told her what my Buſineſs. was with you; and ſhe 
promiſed. to acquaint you therewith : But before you 
returned, Mr. Holman had declined to ſerve that 
Office, Then Mr, Dennet Pileber was choſen; but 
whether be was agrecable to you, or not, I ſhall 
leave to thoſe to judge who may read in the Corpo- 
ration's Letter to you, what you ſaid to him when 
hie waited on you, by their Direꝗions, to acquaint 
5 you, 
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you, they had made Choice of him. This, T think, 
was a proper Performance of that Promiſe, if it can 
be deemed one. 
he 


I accompanied Mr. Adams to your Houſe, when 

waited on you about the Churching of his Wife; 
and you then talked largely about your Right to 
Fees, for Churching, Burying, Ec. to which I re- 
U lic, I have ſeen three Opinions of Counſel to 
I 3 © the contrary, but do not think they are conſiſtent.” 
ret, nevertheleſs, I urged, That the laſt Opinion 
we had taken, (Mr. Knowler's) was, That you 
had no Right to Fees for the Performance of thoſe 
I © Duties or Offices. And for that Reaſon Mr. 
Adams would not conſent to give or promiſe you a 
Fee, in caſe you ſhould church his Wife. Aſter 
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Y 

? ü IT this you changed the Converſation, and asked, 
Whether the Corporation did not intend to = 
your being paid 75. 6 d. for Vifitation Charges? 

> MI anfvcr'd, © They did. You asked, © WhatRea- 
- ſon they had for it?“ I ſaid, © Beciuſe they think 
f you with no Right to it.” You asked then, How 


* 


þ 
| | they knew you had no Right to it?“ TI replied, 
L * They have an Opinton of Counſel that tells them 
= © lo. 9 — then, to put an End to this Diſcourſe. 
ia which it was impoſſible for us not to differ, I 
| ſaid, very mildly, © If it is your due, you can re- 
cover it by Law,” And not in that rough and 
I abrupt manner, If it is your due, you may go to 
A Law for it, as you have aſſerted. And what 


DDD 
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gs A 


x unworthy of a Chreſtian was there in this Reply? 
It © Unleſs — Men differ in Opinion about Right or 
u Wl Propenty, their appealing to the Laws of their 
o- b Cour to decide between them (when they can · 
n not be ſet Right by Advice) can be deemed ſo. 
nt 


than, among other * you ſaid, Nou was 
13 ä 
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30 1 
not obliged to adminiſter the Sacrament in the 
Chapel; and that you did not care, whether you 
ever Preached in it again.“ And in this manner 
you was going on, which we thought foreign to 
our Purpoſe, and introduced with Defign to avoid 
giving us a direct Anſwer ; therefore we interrup- 
ted you, by offering to take our Leave : And as we 
we were going, you followed us to your Gate ; and 
then you was again asked, Whether you would 
church Mrs. Adams, And you anſwer” d, I will 
not; at this we parted. | 
As I have frankly owned, that I ſaid the three 
Opinions I had ſeen were not conſiſtent, I muſt as 
ingenuouſly confeſs, that I was wrong in what I 
faid ; for on reading thoſe Opinions over again ſince, 
I find that only two of them relate thereto; and 
that the third, which I thought was not conſiſtent 
with the other two, relates to a We 1 
matter. N 
Now, Sir, had your Relations been ſtri& y true 
I ſhould have faved my ſelf the trouble of theſe 
Animadverſions: However, that there may remain 
no Handle for future Wrangling, and Debate, I 
have, as much as in me lies, endeavoured to pre- 
vent, by readily acknowledging what I either ſpoke 
or acted in the Affair; and likewiſe what you have 
endeayoured to make Blame-worthy, I have can- 
didty pointed out, that the unprejudiced may be 
enabled to judge where the Blame ought in reality 
to center. To conclude, tis undeniably true, —4 
every Man has his F Jaws, and Blemiſhes, his 
ticular Weakneſſes and Failings, which it Jo, « 
Chriſtian to cenſure with great Candour, and with 
all proper Allowances : Whilft the contrary Tem- 
per (ha- worthy of a PO J leave you to 
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to you this Meſſage from the Cor 
Corporation think you have been guilty of a Breach 


[ 31 ] EI 
er delights to paſs ſlightly over the uſe- 


ful and valuable Parts of a Character, and chuſes to 
= dwell on thoſe Qualities that afford the moſt Grati- 


fication to its Spleen and Ill- nature; without once 
conſidering that Humanity is in itſelf fallible, and 
not not one in theſe Days, eſpecially of the Laity, 
pretends to an Exemption from it. Befides, daily 
Experience convinces us, that Error is prolific, 
that it diffuſes itſelf thro' all Ranks and Degrees 
and even Bodies of Men. I am, 5 


S1R, Your humble Servant, 
TrHoMas OAKLEY. 
To the Reverend Dr.CARTER. | 
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Mr. MAY's Anſwer. 9 0 


| Dear, Fuly 31, 1751. 
Reverend SIR, is n 
N a Letter, ſome Time ſince ſent to the Mayor of 
this Town, you take Notice, That the Chapel- 
Wardens came to your Houſe, and that I deliver'd 


poration; The 


of Duty, by refuſing to church Mrs. Adams; there- 


fore they will pay you no longer Quarterly, but 
Annually, This is Part only of the Meſſage re- 


ceived by me from the Corporation, in the Abſence 
of Mr. Child, the other Chapel- Warden; for when 


I 


4 + IM 


1 had communicated to Mr. Child the whole Meſ- 
ſage, as mention'd in the Corporation Letter, and 
the Purport of yours to Mr. Adams, I went with 
kim to deliver the ſame, and I aver, without any 
Daſign to affront you or any one elſe. But when I 
had repeated ſo much of the Meſſage as is ſet forth 
in yours, and ſaid, You had denied to church Mrs, 
Adams, before Mr. Oa#ley, it rais d your Indigna- 
tion; and it is evident it did, and to that Degree, 
that it prevented the whole Meſſage being deliver d, 
by your interpoſing with this emphatical Expreſſion, 
Don't tell me of Nonſenſe. This Meſſage was de- 
liver'd to you with Decency of Expreſſion and Be- 
haviout : And as we came to you by the Order, and 
in the Name of this Corporation, your Reſentment 
therefore ſurely can be no juſtifiable Reaſon for you 
to be angry with the Meſſengers ; which demon- 
ſtrates a very uncharitable Diſpoſition, eſpecially 
with us, whoſe Behaviour till then you thought ſo 
agreeable, as to invite us to dine with you laſt Chri/t- 
mas. How unbeconung is it for you to carry your 
Malice ſo far, as to deſite the Gentlemen will not 
fend me with any other Meſſage ? how inconſiſtent 
is this with your Age and dignified Rank, and even 
with that Morality, you ſay in your Letter, you 
have endeavour'd to exemplify in your ſelf and 
Family? and with what Indecency did you raiſe 
your Indignation, ſo as. haſtily to puſh your Door 
againſt us, with a Deſign, we believe, to ſhut us 
out, but Mr. Chila's Foot accidentally prevented the 
ſame, You. cannot but remember the Extremity of 
your . Paſſion, becauſe Mrs. Carter herſelf at that 
Time caution'd you againſt it. I poſitively aſſert, 
That Mr. Child did know the Contents of this Meſs 
ſage and Letter beſore we attended you thereon ; 
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